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The 22nd Annual 2nd Street Festival captures the essence of  Jackson Ward
By Sylvina Poole

 The drums set the tone for the spirit of  
the 22nd Annual Second Street Festival 
this past weekend.

People gathered from all walks of  life 
around the sound.  First,  some attendees 
started sweving from side to side, 
s h o u l d e r s  s t a r t e d  g o i n g  u p  a n d 
down and the next  th ing you know, 
it  was on.   

The annual event brought  thousands of 
participants to celebrate African American 
life in Jackson Ward.

Rakeem Bruce and Marquise Wright of 
the Bucket Heads entertained the crowd 
with their master drumming abilites.  

“The 22nd Second Street Festival is a 
wonderful event again this year,” said 
Janine Belle, founder of  the Elegba 
Folklore Society.  

“I am so happy to be here among all the 
thousands of people who also chose to 
come.”

Ken Jones, a first-time vendor at the event 
said he had never seen anything like it.  “It 
was good,” he said.  “I had a great time and 
enjoyed myself out here.”

The 2nd Street Festival was presented 
by Altria and Dominion  to celebrate the 
rich culture of the  historic Jackson Ward 
neighborhood. 

Over the years the 2nd Street Festival 

has grown to be one of  the Mid-
Atlantic’s largest street festivals. 
Nearly 50,000 people visit historic 
Jackson Ward to reminisce about 
the days when 2nd Street was 
the heart and soul of Richmond’s 
African American community. 

According to Mavis Covington 
Wynn, event operations manager 
of  Venture Richmond, “Attendees 
enjoy live music, R&B, Jazz, 
fashion shows, gospel music, the 
children’s area and performances 
by many community groups on  
four stages. They also enjoy the 
marketplace, delicious food and reuniting 

with family, friends, classmates and 
acquaintances.”

Ken Jones enjoys vending at 2nd Street Festival.

March on Washington is a huge success, draws thousands of  people
The March on Washington to demand “jobs, contracts, peace, justice and 

change that we voted for” was a huge success.
At least 20 buses  left Central Virginia headed for Washington D.C. for 

the March on Washington sponsored by One Nation Working Together, 
a coalition of over 170 organizations.  Civil rights, organized labor, 
peace/anti-war, anti-sanctions against Iraq, fair housing, and many other 
interest groups and organizations descended on D.C. to let their voices be 
heard.  Buses, cars, trains, planes and those who live in the District let the 
world know that the people are too big to fail.

It was estimated that 200,000-300,000 people were in attendance on 
the National Mall Grounds for the rally.  Young and old participated and 
were given stage time to prepare for Nov. 2 and the mid-term congressional 
election and beyond!  The overriding message was, we demand the change 
we voted for and we want it now.

We heard from NAACP Chair of the Board, Roslyn Brock, Chairman 
Emeritus of the Board Julian Bond, Vice-President of Stakeholder Concerns, 
Rev. Nelson Rivers, President/CEO Benjamin Todd Jealous, Senior Elder/
Activist Dick Gregory, Rev. Jesse Jackson, Rainbow Coalition, Rev. Al 
Sharpton, CEO National Action Network, Marc Morial, CEO of the National 
Urban League, Asians, Africans, Latinos and Indigenous People (so-called 
Indians), young, old and everyone in between.  

Perhaps the most stirring presentation was given by venerated activist 
Harry Belafonte.  He spoke truth to power and made it plain, but gave it 
unapologetically.  He talked about the takeover of  this country by the 
military industrial complex and the FBI, CIA with the capitulation of  the 
U.S. government.  He mentioned that a CIA report indicated that there were a 
grand total of 32-al-qaeda members in Afghanistan and the U.S. has spent 
$33-billion  of our tax dollars to fight them. How smart thou art in 

March on Washington 2010

this country!
Benjamin Todd Jealous remarked that the 

NAACP is not against the Tea Party or for them, 

Khalfani said. 
We  are  the antidote for the Tea Party.  This is 

“See “March on Washingtonˮ on pg. 3
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By Sylvina Poole
Part II

A few weeks ago, the Guardian Angels, 
Richmond chapter made its debut.

Since then, concerned citizens want to 
know if the crime-fighting organization has 
implemented strategies that will reinforce 
what city police officials have tried to do to 
combat crime for some time now.

The Guardian Angels gained popularity 
from news reports for patrolling New 
York’s most dangerous subway lines and 
streets, and have now made its presence 
in Richmond known as the International 
Alliance of  Guardian Angels.  

Leaders of  the Guardian Angels say the 
organization can talk the talk and walk the 
walk.

“We actually go out and patrol the 
streets,”  stated  Jo White, commander of  
the Guardian Angels, Richmond Chapter. 
She said the Guardian Angels walk along 
streets where most of  the trouble is 
reported. 

There are patrols currently set up 
for the Highland Park area.  The main 
areas patrolled  are Meadowbridge Ave., 

Brookland Park Blvd around Hotchkins 
Field, and Ann Hardy Park. 

Requests for Guardian Angel patrols 
for the Hull Street and Church Hill 
neighborhoods have come to  the Guardian 
Angel’s  headquarters but, unless more 
Angel recruits happen, the organization 
can’t patrol there.

“We can go out one time but to be 
effective we need to be constant,” said 
White.  “We will however, help the Church 
Hill group that requested our help, to form 
a Neighborhood Watch and possibly we 
can recruit members to join the Guardian 
Angels to work towards the training to start 
a patrol in that area.”

Training consists of CPR and first aid 
certification, tactical training, and martial 
arts, White explained, much of the tactical 
training is done in Baltimore, MD courtesy 
of Marcus (Strider) Dent, the Baltimore 
Chapter Commander and his group.

The Guardian Angels’ current programs 
include patrolling the streets with its current 
patrol team being:  Jo (Czar) White/
chapter commander, Thomas (Cruiser) 
Cox/assistant chapter commander, 

Mario (Chef) Brandon/lieutenant, Laura 
(Wasp) Graham/director of community 
affairs, Tom (TNT) Kirkland/director 
of martial arts, Kevin (the Punisher) Cain, 
director of martial Arts, Lukas (Skywalker) 
Settle/mar tial ar ts specialist, Jason 
(Charger) Pfeifer/patrol, Melody (Suge) 
Brandon/administration, and Lorraine 
(BeaBea) Wells/martial arts specialist.  
Other members outside of the patrol team 
are Jermaine (J Smooth) Rober tson/
fundraising coordinator and Tamara (T) 
Lester/Investigations.

Outside of  pat rol l ing the st reets , 
community service activities of the 
Guardian Angels include street clean 
ups which the Junior Guardian Angels  
participate in, with the youth vs adult 
debates on Thursday evenings courteously 
of Saving Our Youth; on Wednesdays the 
Guardian Angels  have physical and martial 
arts training which include some of  the  
Junior Guardian Angels;  the group does 
COP walks on Tuesdays to introduce the 
Guardian Angels to the community and 
talk about community concerns.

The Guardian Angels are par t of 
the North Richmond Coalition where 
their activities include feeding the 
homeless, Thanksgiving and Christmas 

activities, and many other community 
services.  They walked with the ladies 
of  the Sisters Network, breast cancer 
survivors, going door to door during 
Essex Day in Baltimore. That event was to 
bring awareness and advise women of the 
benefits of check ups for early detection. 
The network is also here in the Richmond 
area and the Guardian Angels are speaking 
with them as well.

In addition, the Guardian Angels are 
accepted by Parks and Recreation in 
Richmond as members of  Friends of the 
Parks.  The  first park activity is working 
with Highland Park neighbors to get a sign 
placed in the Gabriel Prosser Park showing 
the name of  the park and what it stands 
for.  

“We expect the unveiling of  this memorial 
to take place in about a month and we will 
have an unveiling ceremony in the park,” 
said White.

 Plans are underway to expand  the efforts 
of  the Guardian Angels.

Future plans include expanding patrols 
into South Side, Church Hill and the East 
End, parts of Henrico, Chesterfield and 
Petersburg.  

The  Guardian  Angels are in the process

Guardian Angels: Curtailing crime on Richmond city street

           “See “Guardian Angelsˮ on pg. 3
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of  forming a female softball league with 
two teams already  being established, the 
Bombers sponsored by Doug Dorford 
(Advertising Agency), and the GATORs, 
sponsored by the Richmond Guardian 
Angels.  GATORs stands for Guardian 

Angels Team of  Richmond.  
“We’re also working on law classes for 

our High School Junior Angels interested 
in law.  In conjunction,  with Saving Our 
Youth’s Higher Education Program, our 
Junior Guardian Angels interested in 
going into the fields of law or medicine 
will be mentored by professional in the 
field.  Our Junior Chapter Commander, 

Jameisha McCarthy, an aspiring attorney, 
is currently under the mentorship of Steve 
Cannella, attorney at law.  Our aspiring 
medical students will get help with 
financial assistance through Calvin Harris, 
head of financial aid at VCU;   our future 
plans also include setting up services to be 
able to help with employment opportunities 
for the men and women hanging out on the 

streets if they are unemployed, and for those 
coming out of prison finding it difficult to 
get employment.  

“We want to keep them from feeling 
powerless and turning to selling drugs to 
make a living,” explained White.

W h i t e  s a id  sh e  wou ld  l i ke  t o 
see a reduction of  crime in targeted 
neighborhoods.  

Guardian Angels
From Page 2

the real America!  Those who attended got 
to participate, join organizations, commit 
to continue working to get the change they 
had voted for, March, chant and meet other 
people and learn of other struggles.  The 
Defenders out of Richmond participated in 
an anti-war rally on 14th Street earlier and 
marched to the Mall.  Activist Ronald A. 
Timmons Captained an NAACP bus loaded 
with young people along with NAACP 
State Youth Advisor, Lynetta Thompson.  

Attendees on the March on Washington 
included:  State NAACP President J. 
Rayfield Vines, Vice-President Sylvia 
Wood, Labor Chair, Ken Pinkard, Executive 
Committee members Alice Tart, Drusilla 
Bridgefor th, Chesterfield President 
L.J. McCoy and members and Branch 
Presidents from Virginia Beach, Norfolk, 
Norfolk State Hampton, and Virginia 
Union Universities rode NAACP sponsored 
buses.  Our Northern Virginia Officers and 
members drove or caught the Metro train 
into the District.  Culpeper, Danville, 
Martinsville, Williamsburg, Henrico, 

Chesterfield, and other NAACP branches 
sponsored buses.  Co-Convener for Virginia 
the State AFL-CIO and its president, Doris 
Mays-Crouse took 21-buses to the March.  

Former Congressional Candidate Andrea 
Miller, the Communications Workers of 
America, United Food and Commercial 
Workers, Local 400 and a host of other 
organizations and individuals all coalesced 
to make the Virginia contingent large and 
in charge.  

We all look forward to continuing the 
struggle to change the paradigm in our 
local cities, the Virginia General Assembly, 

the U.S. Congressand the world.  This was 
a beginning.  The Struggle Continues!  
The People are too big to fail.  The People 
United will Never be Defeated!

End the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
put our people back to work and stop 
outsourcing the jobs to China and 
India.  Join an organization fighting for 
your liberation.  Join the NAACP. 

For more information call (804) 
321-5678.  

King Salim Khalfani is the executive 
director of the Virginia State Conference 
NAACP.

March on Washington
From Page 1

PHSSA announces new board president
Patrick Henry School of Science and Arts 

board Member Sharon Burton has been 
unanimously voted into the board of Directors 
position of president.  Burton will begin 
serving in this new role immediately.

Burton replaces Deb Butterworth, who 
has served in the role of president for nearly 
two years.  Butterworth will continue her 
board service in the role of past president.  
The board voted unanimously to create this 

role for Butterworth.
“Sharon has been a great asset to our 

board since she was elected to serve in June 
2010,” Butterworth said.  “Her 30 years 
of educational experience is incredibly 
valuable to our school and her 
extensive work in Richmond Public 
Schools and in the community has been 
priceless.”

Burton holds an education bachelors 

degree from Virginia Union University, and 
a masters from Central Michigan University.  
She has also taken post-graduate studies 
at Virginia Commonwealth University in 
mathematics toward becoming certified as 
a math specialist.

“I am honored that the board elected me 
to such an important role,” Burton said.  
“I am grateful to Deb and all of the other 
directors who have gotten the school

through the process of opening.  In my 
new position as president of the board, I 
will look to lead the board into the next 
phase of governing school operations 
and ensuring that the school’s permanent 
location at the Patrick Henry building will 
be renovated in time for the 2011 school 
year.”  

The Patrick Henry Board of Directors 
is made of up 12 community members 
who receive no compensation for their 
positions.  
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SCLC Solidarity Luncheon

Seated left to right: Civil rights leader Dr. Curtis Harris  Congressman Bobby Scott.
(Photo Courtesy Dan Curran)

Last month Mayor Dwight Jones served 
as the keynote speaker for the Dr. Curtis 
W. Harris Solidarity Lunch for the 20th 
Annual Southeast Community Day Parade 
and Festival in Newport News.

Founder and organizer Andrew Shannon 
says the mayor’s speech was “dynamic, 
motivational and inspirational.”

“We appreciate the fact that [Mayor Jones] 
took time out of his busy schedule to deliver 
some key ingredients that we all received 
as the foundation, in order to help us to 

build stronger communities,” Shannon said.
Shannon thanked the mayor for his 

service to humanity and for helping to 
honor Harris, who he describes as a legend 
who continues to help others in causes of 
justice and equality.

Harris was the first Black mayor of 
Hopewell and a personal bodyshield for 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“You set the standard through your 
demonstrated exemplary leadership,” 
Shannon said of the mayor.

Local nonprofits to receive $90,000 
through Cameron Foundation awards

For the fourth consecutive year, The 
Cameron Foundation has selected four 
local nonprofits to be recognized for 
their outstanding community service and 
organizational management. The awards 
will be officially presented to the American 
Red Cross – Southside Area Chapter; 
Pathways-VA, Inc.; Virginia’s Gateway 
Region and the Waverly Volunteer Rescue 
Squad at The Cameron Foundation’s 
Annual Grant Awards Ceremony on 
Oct. 28.

The selections are the result of two annual 
competitions for nonprofit organizations 
within the foundation’s service area of 
Petersburg, Colonial Heights, Hopewell, 
and the counties of Dinwiddie, Prince 
George, Sussex, and the portion of 
Chesterfield County lying south of Rt. 10. 

For the Cleveland A. Wright Award for 
Outstanding Community Service, members 
of the community were encouraged to 
nominate an organization that they felt had 
demonstrated a commitment to caring and 
generosity of spirit, as well as openness 
and accessibility. This award was named in 
honor of The Cameron Foundation’s first 
president (and current board member) for 
his exemplary and untiring commitment 
to the foundation’s mission.  By the June 
1 deadline, nominations had been received 
for 15 different organizations. Twelve of 
those were eligible for consideration and 
moved forward through the competitive 
process. Led by foundation director 

James L. Thacker, Jr., a panel reviewed and 
scored the applications and voted to honor 
the Waverly Volunteer Rescue Squad with 
an unrestricted $40,000 gift. 

For the Excellence in Organizational 
Management  Award, nonprofit organizational 
staff or board members applied on behalf 
of their organization. The application 
process was similar to an internal audit or 
self-assessment, and organizations were 
encouraged to use it as an opportunity to 
measure themselves against national best 
practices in organizational management. 
It was anticipated that this program would 
see a smaller pool of candidates due to 
the rigorous nature of the process, and the 
number of applications received by the June 
30 submission deadline totaled five.

Along with committee chair and 
foundation director Dr. Gurpal S. Bhuller, 
f ive additional community members 
from  The Cameron Foundation’s service 

area reviewed and scored the applications 
and voted to honor the American Red Cross 
– Southside Area Chapter with the 
first place unrestricted gift of $30,000

for demonstrating excellence in overall 
organizational management. This recipient 
had been honored with the Cleveland A. 
Wright Award for Outstanding Community 
Service in 2009.

The Excellence in Organizational 
Management review committee also voted 
this year to recognize Pathways-VA, Inc. 
and Virginia’s Gateway Region 
with honorable mention gifts of $10,000 
each for exemplifying excellence in one 
or more of the specific areas reviewed 
during the scoring process. This is the 
fourth consecutive year that Pathways-VA, 
Inc. secured an honorable mention, and 
Virginia’s Gateway Region had received it, 
as well, in 2007 and 2009.

The review committees of the Cleveland 
A. Wright Award for Outstanding 
Community Service and the Excellence 
in Organizational Management Award 
are made up of volunteers who live or 
work within the community. They are 
identified by the foundation staff and board 
members, invited to serve and approved by 
the foundation’s board. Each committee is 
chaired by a member of the board. 
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Richmond high schools’ on-time graduation rates show impressive gains 
  The on-time graduation rate for Richmond City 
high schools continues to r ise as 71.96 percent of 
students in the 2006-2010 cohor t graduated on 
time.  The f igure represents a six percent jump 
from the 2004-2008 cohor t rate of 65.8 percent, 
according to a repor t released by the Virginia 
Depar tment of Education.
    Seven city high schools showed gains from last year’s 
report, including a 13 percent jump at George Wythe 
which saw its rate increase from 68.67 percent to 81.45 
percent.  Other Richmond City schools that posted 
gains include:  Open High, 95.83 percent to 100 
percent; Franklin Military, 90 percent to 93.75 
percent; Thomas Jefferson, 85.78 percent to 88.06 
percent; Huguenot, 82.49 percent to 84.59 percent, 
John Marshall, 74.79 percent to 75.42; and Armstrong, 
61.42 percent to 69.29 percent.
  Richmond Community High School’s on-time graduation 
rate of 95.24 percent exceeds the state average by nearly 10 
percentage points.
 “The ongoing rise in our on-time graduation rates, along 
with the district’s 100 percent accreditation rate on the 
state’s latest Standards of Learning tests, are proof that our 

district’s curriculum and instructional designs are 
succeeding,” said Richmond Public Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Yvonne W. Brandon.  “Our commitment to ensure that 
our graduates are prepared for postsecondary and career 
opportunities has never been stronger.  Without question, 
the district’s comprehensive educational reform initiative, 
including our transition program for ninth-graders, 
Performance Learning Centers, Twilight Academies and 
d ropout  p revent ion  p rog ra ms,  i s  p roducing 
positive results that have   and will continue to 
have   significant and long-lasting effects on this city’s 
public schools.”
  School officials also note that the on-time graduation 
rate for economically disadvantaged students increased 
by nearly 10 percent, jumping from 71.73 percent 
for the 2005-2009 cohort to 81.71 percent for the 2006-
2010 cohort.
  Four of the city’s high schools, Open, Richmond 
Community, Franklin Military and Thomas Jefferson, 
posted on-time graduation rates above the state 
average of 85.5 percent.  Huguenot’s rate missed 
meeting the state average by a single percentage 
point.

Com munit y act iv ist  selected for 
contributions to fighting partner violence

Safe Harbor has selected volunteer leader 
Deb Downing as the “Beacon of Hope” 
recipient, a distinction which recognizes 
excellence in advocacy against intimate 
partner violence.  Downing will be honored 
at a reception at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 7 at the 
Visual Arts Center of Richmond.

Safe Harbor Executive Director Kathleen 
Demro said:  “Deb is a pioneer in our work.  
I am delighted to honor her as we begin 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
(October).  Her knowledge, passion and 
dedication are inspiring, and her leadership 
has been essential to Safe Harbor’s success 
and growth.”

Downing has a long-standing history of 
activism against intimate partner violence 
in Virginia.  In 1975, she began her work 
by overseeing operations for Shelter 
for Help and Emergency, a program to 
help victims of domestic violence in the 
Charlottesville area.  Four years later, she 
was selected as the agency’s executive 
director, a position she held for 10 years.  
After 14 years of service at the local level, 
Downing transitioned to state-level 
policy and advocacy work. Through 
her government aff i l iations with 
both the Virginia Department of Social 

Services and the Department of Criminal 
Justice Services, Downing has helped to 
implement public policy, and funding and 
training programs to enhance Virginia’s 
capacity to serve survivors of intimate 
partner violence and their children.

Though Downing’s overall contributions 
to the fight against domestic violence 
are significant, it is her commitment and 
robust history with Safe Harbor that led to 
her selection for the Beacon of Hope 
awa rd .   For  more  t ha n  15  yea r s , 
Downing has served as an advocate 
for those surviving intimate partner 
violence in Henrico County.  

As a charter member of the Safe Harbor 
Board of Directors, she provided policy 
guidance, training and supervision to staff, 
and has been on the cusp of every major 
Safe Harbor initiative since.

The Beacon of Hope Award was created 
by Safe Harbor in 2007 to recognize an 
outstanding individual or agency that had 
been instrumental in breaking the cycle of 
domestic violence within the Richmond 
community.  Previous honorees have 
been Dr. Joe Niamtu (2007), Bon Secours 
Health System (2008), and Sheryl Robins 
Nolt (2009).

Dr. Yvonne W. Brandon
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Unfortunately, too many Black folks in 
this country are blinded by a debilitating 
condition best described as the illusion of 
inclusion. 

It is very disturbing that an educated 
Black person could possibly believe that 
a Black president, no matter what he said 
during his campaign, could bring about 
meaningful change in a society where 
race sti l l really matters. After all, 
this is a society that has never, in its 
entire history, voluntarily given Black 
folks anything. 

Every move forward in the struggle for 
equal rights, equal opportunity and equal 
justice came about after many of our 
people paid the ultimate sacrifice with 
their lives. 

It is a society where when a white male 
commits a heinous crime, the focus is on 
the pathology of that particular criminal; 
when a Black male commits one, the 
focus is on the “pathology of Black 
males.”  

It is a society where conservative icon, 
William Buckley, could write in a 1991 
National Review article that “….Blacks, 
yes, are sensitive, but Black lobbies are not 
powerful enough to punish nonpolitical 

transgressors against such taboos. 
“If the spoken or written offense is 

egregious enough, as in the case of the 
joke told (in 1975) to John Dean by 
Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz, a cabinet 
officer gets fired. If a district attorney 
is named to a federal judgeship and 
it is revealed that he once made a 
pot-valiantly genial reference to the 
Ku Klux Klan, he can be defeated on the 
floor of the Senate. 

“On the other hand, there is discussion 
of such questions as relative Black 
intelligence, sexual promiscuity, and 
upward mobility that still gets a sober 
hearing in sober surroundings….” And 
where Forbes a prestigious business 
magazine, published an article by Dinesh 
D’Souza, a self-loathing “tribesman” 
from Mumbai, India, in which he accuses 
President Barack Obama of governing 
with the anti-colonialist beliefs of his 
father. 

A society with such white supremacist 
a t t i t u d e s  c a n’t  b e  m e a n i ng f u l ly 
changed by any single individual, 
but only by a group of people who are 
united, alert, focused, determined and 
knowledgeable. -- A. Peter Bailey

One nation working together
By Benjamin Todd Jealous                                           

We are living through a very particular 
moment in American history, one 
where diversity is increasing, with 
prosperity decreasing. Barr ing great 
social movement, this is a formula for a 
battleground.

Since the dawn of the nation’s worst 
economic crisis since the 1930’s, progress 
has been made. We have expanded 
health care coverage to tens of millions 
of Americans, cut sentencing disparities 
between crack and powder cocaine by 
more than 80 percent, and saved more than 
150,000 teachers’ jobs.

Yet, what was a recession for most 
Americans remains a depression for too 
many. Black American unemployment is 
nearly twice that of whites. Eight 
mill ion jobs have been lost and more 
than 2.5 mill ion Americans have lost 
their homes, with mill ions more in 
danger of foreclosure.  Schools are 
closing at unprecedented rates, while 
Americans are being imprisoned at 
alarming rates. In each case, people of 
color suffer more.

A strong workforce is the answer to this 
economic crisis. Families with jobs spend 
money and as consumers, their buying 
power increases, allowing businesses to 
expand and hire more employees. Rather 
than a trickledown economy, where 
the rich get richer, we need to create 
new jobs and financial security for the 
middle class; only then can the economy 
grow. Good and fair jobs must be the top 
priority, yet we face a Congress where a 
fringe minority rebuffs measures to do 
just that. The Miller Bill – legislation that 
would create one million jobs – is stalled 
in the House. Anything that could help, 

whether it was the extension of 
unemployment benefits during the 
July 4th holiday or effor ts to prevent 
the firing of thousands of teachers 
nationwide are met with a chorus of 
“NO.”

We must be bold and aggressive in 
turning this situation around. We cannot 
remain quiet in the face of such clear and 
imminent danger. Tradition teaches us to 
run and not get weary, walk and not faint. 
We have made real progress and great 
strides, but we must press forward because 
our work is not simply for us, rather for 
future generations to come.

As humans, we possess the ability to 
imagine the future and its possibilities, to 
look forward with anticipation for a new 
tomorrow. But we cannot achieve that new 
day without putting boots on the ground 
and seeing to fruition the change that 
millions voted for in 2008. We have to say 
“no” to a country divided and “yes” to a 
country united.  

Far too many schools throughout our 
nation are failing our children. In North 
Carolina, the state is adopting measures 
to re-segregate schools, returning to the 
era of separate and unequal. The state’s 
anti-diversity caucus has dismantled a 
nationally recognized socio-diversity 
student achievement policy, which 
will re-segregate bodies, budgets, 
and the basic building blocks of a quality 
education.

We are the people who will decide 
whether our country stays in this valley 
of joblessness, foreclosures and despair, 
or fuel the hope and determination of the 
One Nation campaign, rise toward the 
mountaintop, and breathe new life into the 
great American dream.



The 10.2.10 March on Washington 
proved to be an enriching unity between 
labor, civil rights, and charitable organizations 
that focused on national unity. Recognizing 
the need for America to re-tool itself in 
this changing global economy, the 
sea of One Nation Working Together 
emphasized the need for jobs, health 
care, and cementing broken ties created 
by political gridlock.

 While labor union buses and caravans 
came from around the country, central 
Virginia NAACP branches rolled 
buses from Chesterfield, Henrico, and 

Richmond in support of the rally.
Although the massive crowds choked 

the D. C. Metro system to capacity, event 
participants reflected a noticeable degree 
of civil obedience that migrated with 
care.

 In what all Americans could be proud 
of, the 10.2.10 rally was the vehicle 
where an individual did not have to write 
their story, nor speak their story, but 
just show up, and let history tell their 
story. 
L. J. McCoy, Jr. 
President, Chesterfield NAACP
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Ref lections on 10.2 march What has Jesse done?
In response to the Rev. Jesse Jackson’s 

letter, he’s not telling us anything that we don’t 
already know. We hear statistics on nightly 
news, we read about the statistics in just about 
every major newspaper or magazine.

What has he done for at least the last 40 
years to alleviate poverty in let’s say… his 
native Chicago? Has he built nursing homes, 
group homes, day cares, or private schools 
that would have provided jobs and much 
needed service to the Black community? How 
many houses has he built for low- to moderate-
income people? How many young people has 

he taught to manage money and invest? How 
many scholarships has PUSH provided? Has 
he stopped gang violence?  Did he loan Black 
farmers money? Has he stopped any house 
from going into foreclosure? Has he hustled 
enough money from corporations over the 
years to finance all of the projects?

Let’s face it, Jesse’s rhetoric is fascinating 
and even inspirational. Jesse “Just Me” Jackson 
is out of touch and out of sync with the reality 
happening in all of our communities.
Tracye James
Midlothian

[Concerning] the column by Dr. Janet Taylor 
about Elle magazine lightening Gabe Sidibe’s 
skin color in her cover photo. If beautiful, 
dark-skinned women are looking for a reason 
to get upset, they can get one practically every 
week just by picking up the latest copy of Jet 
magazine and turning to the “Beauty of the 
Week” page. Now, some folks might point 
out that “Beauty of the Week” is an outdated 
relic of the sexist past, but hey, I’m a guy and 
that’s the first place I turn to when I see a new 
copy of Jet. In fairness, I must say that I could 
have missed a week or so here and there, but 
in the last maybe two years I remember seeing 

only light-skinned beauties…at least nobody 
dark enough for me to buy the magazine and 
add the page to the other three on my kitchen 
wall. I’m the proud godfather of two adorable 
seven-year-old girls who are going 
to grow up into drop-dead gorgeous, 
dark-skinned women. What message is 
Jet magazine sending to them? Isn’t it strange 
that First Lady Michelle Obama can grace 
the covers of so many magazines but would 
probably be considered too dark-skinned for 
“Beauty of the Week?”
Richard Bastow
Richmond

Pink slips from GOP
Now more than ever, direct job creation 

programs like the TANF Emergency 
Fund are necessary to combat the high 
levels of unemployment in the country, 
particularly in low income and minority 
communities where unemployment is at 
Depression-era levels. Despite that, 
Republicans in Congress have failed to 
develop policies to solve the jobs crisis 
and have blocked policies that will. Now 
it’s even worse – they’re adding to the 
pain by ending programs that work for 
the people, business, and our economy.  
It is not exactly the message you want 
to send to hundreds of thousands of 
people just weeks before the mid-term 
elections.

The expiration of the [TANF] program 
will put to an end to jobs that have 
al lowed families to keep food on 
the table and have provided workers for 
struggling businesses.  Our communities 
are hurting, and now is not the time to 
add to the devastating level of joblessness.  
We desperately need programs like the 
TANF Emergency Fund to keep people 
working, as the pr ivate sector isn't 
creating enough jobs fast enough to meet 
the demand. The inaction by Congress is 
a travesty. America needs paychecks, not 
more pink slips. Unfortunately pink slips 
are being handed to them.
Deepak Bhargava
Washington

Dark skin vs. light skin, again

Thanks for coverage
I just read your article about our grants 

to Richmond schools this year and 
I want to thank you for your coverage.  
We always want to get the word out 
about our collaboration with schools 

and our on-going efforts to support 
teachers as they educate but also inspire 
children.
Liz Sheehan
Partner in the Arts, Richmond

Was it worth the time?
Saturday, thousands of Americans 

gathered together to march for jobs, 
equality and education. The concept of 
the march is a very good one, and I am sure 
the execution was extraordinary. I have to say, 
however, that the marketing of the event left 
much to be desired.

In fact, I am willing to bet that as you read 
this, you knew almost nothing about this 

march. Perhaps you heard a whimper or two 
about it. You probably haven’t seen very many 
news stories on national media outlets about 
the march. 

My point in saying all this is that I can’t help 
but wonder if Black America could have been 
given the message a bit more often than what 
I’ve seen.
Boyce Watkins
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Mega-church pastor says he is not perfect

By David Stokes
More young Black men are expected 

to step forward to follow in the footsteps 
of four former members of the New 
Birth Missionary Baptist Church who 
claim to have been “coerced” into sexual 
relationships with Bishop Eddie L. Long, 
the mega-church’s well-known 55-year-
old pastor.  Vowing to “vigorously fight 
the charges” against him, Long stood in 
the pulpit as nearly 10,000 members of the 
church applauded, promising to support 
him.

Bishop Long is denying the allegations.  The 
first Sunday after the allegations came to 
light, Long stood before his congregation, 
denouncing the accusations. “I am going 
to fight this thing. I am not a perfect man, 
but I am not the man being portrayed” 
as a “sexual predator.”  Although Long 
did not definitively deny the allegations 

to his congregation, he spoke to all people 
having to “face painful situations.”  “This 
is the worse time of my life,” the pastor 
proclaimed at the morning service, dressed 
in beige-tan garments with New Birth 
insignia. 

Following the service, Long addressed 
local and national news media at a press 
conference in New Birth’s chapel. Bishop 
Long cancelled all media interviews prior to 
the church press conference and taking no 
questions from reporters, he said the civil 
lawsuits ”would not be fought in the media, 
but within a court of law.”  After the brief 
press conference, Bishop Long left with 
his wife, Vanessa, and his attorneys; Craig 
Gillen and Dwight Thomas, of Atlanta.  
In statements to the radio media, attorney 
Gillen, said, “It is unfortunate these young 
men have chosen to take this course of 
action.” Gil len added, “Bishop Long

adamantly denies these allegations.  We’re 
reviewing the complaints... and will respond 
in the proper venue.”  Gillen announced 
Bishop Long, the father of four, wanted to 
“be clear. The charges against me and New 
Birth are false. I have been through storms, 
and my faith has always sustained me.  I 
have devoted my life to helping others and 
these false allegations hurt me deeply.”  

The plaintiffs’ attorney who is remembered 
for successfully defending Genarlow 
Wilson in a sexual sodomy case brought by 
Douglas County and the state of Georgia 
told The Atlanta Inquirer, “the courage of 
these young men to stand up is testimony to 
(obliterate) Bishop Long’s great influence, 
as well as they trying to get to the truth of 
the betrayal ...for a productive life.”  She 
also warned, “There are kids right now at 
risk (at New Birth).”  Bernstein refused a 
request by a reporter to speak with the 
plaintiffs last week, indicating, “They’ve 
relocated for the moment… To (initiate 
litigation) was very emotional for them,” 
stating that e-mails, text messages, and 
pictures provided to the young men “will 

speak for the cases against the Bishop.” 
Bernstein stated she had no comment after 
Bishop Long’s sermon.

Although Bishop Long is not speaking to 
media about the allegations, his children are 
defending their father on the social network 
Twitter. “We are doing great; keep my pops 
lifted up in prayer!” exclaimed Edward 
Long. Daughter Taylor Long declared, 
“Man, my dad does NOT deserve this!”

Jamal Parris, one of the young men 
accusing Bishop Eddie Long of coercing 
him into a sexual relationship says that 
after he turned the legal age of consent all 
the pastor wanted was sex.

He described an ongoing emotional 
struggle.

“I cannot get the sound of his voice out 
of my head and I cannot forget the smell of 
his cologne and I cannot forget the way he 
made me cry many nights when I drove in 
his cars on the way home,” Parris said. “I’m 
not able to take enough showers to wipe the 
smell of him off my body.”
Special to the NNPA from The Atlanta 
Inquirer

Anthony Flagg Jamal Parris Maurice Robinson Spencer Legrande
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Rev. Barbara King consecrated as bishop into the INTCM
Members of the International College of 

Bishops, led by Bishop Carlton D. Pearson, 
participated in the consecration of The 
Reverend Dr. Barbara Lewis King as the 
first bishop within the International New 
Thought Christian Movement of Churches.  
This historic consecration service took 
place last month in Atlanta.

“Dr. King has shown immense dedication, 
compassion and commitment to the work 
of the church for many years.  As 
an affirmation of her ministerial call and 
global impact, we – the members of the 
International College of Bishops – consecrate her 
to the office of Bishop in God’s Universal 
Church,” said Bishop Pearson, interim 
senior minister at Christ Universal Temple 
in Chicago, who served as the senior 
consecrator for the service.

Many spiritual leaders, stateswomen, and 
statesmen attended the celebration.  Bishop 
Xavier (Ike) Eikerenkoetter (Malibu, CA), 
Bishop  Craig Bergland (Milwaukee), Bishop 

Kirby Clements Sr (Decatur), Bishop 
Annie Campbell-Pitre (San Diego), Archbishop 
Ruth Smith Holmes,  and  others participated in 
the ceremonies.  Reverend Della Reese-Lett, 
Understanding Principles for Better Living 
Church, also participated in the consecration 
ceremonies along with Bishop Pearson.

The living legacy of Rev. King is a long-
standing testimony of her qualifications for 
the position of bishop.  She is the founder 
minister/world spiritual leader and CEO 
of Hillside International Chapel and Truth 
Center, Inc, one of the largest New Thought 
Movement Churches in the world; and she 
has been enstooled as the first female chief 
at Assin Nsuta, Ghana, West Africa.  

Having had audiences with the Dalai 
Lama, South Africa’s former President Nelson 
Mandela, Archbishop Desmond Tutu; and 
having worked closely with His Holiness 
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and Dr. and Master 
Zhi Gang Sha, she is known throughout the 
world.  “Dr. Barbara”, as she is affectionately 

called by her congregation, has been a guest 
at the White House consulting with Presidents 
Jimmy Carter and William J. Clinton. 

A Sunday School teacher at age 13 and a 
Woman’s Day speaker at age 15 in her home 
town of Houston.  King was destined for 
service. She learned Christian principles from 
her family, was an “A” student in high school, 
and graduated from Texas Southern University.  
After King received her master of social work 
degree from Atlanta University, she settled 
in Chicago.  She held severa l  prominent 
socia l  work positions before meeting 

Reverend Dr. Johnnie Colemon, founding 
minister of the Christ Unity Temple, who 
inspired her to pursue her dream to become 
a minister. 

“An essential tenet of Dr. Barbara Lewis 
King’s ministry is the unity, oneness, and 
connectedness of all life, and she has spent 
a lifetime devoted to these principles,” 
said Pearson. 

“My personal commitment is to touch 
someone’s life and help them to see their 
very special talent to be given to the world 
as only they can do,” said King.

Dr. Brian Blount speaks at Dillard Forum
Dr. Brian K. Blount, president of Union 

Presbyterian Seminary will present a 
series of lectures and discussions on 
“The Kingdom of God” at the sixth 
annual Dillard Forum, a faith dialogue 
hosted by Trinity United Methodist Church 
in conjunction with the Seminary, 
Oct. 10 – 11.

Blount has served as president of Union 
Presbyterian Seminary since 2007. A Phi 
Beta Kappa graduate of William and Mary, 
he earned his master of divinity from 
Princeton Theological Seminary where he 
was awarded the Edler Garnet Hawkins 
Award for Scholastic Excellence. He earned 
his Ph.D. from Emory University where 
he focused on New Testament Studies. 
In addition to serving as pastor of Carver 
MemorialPresbyterian Church in Newport 
News, he was the Richard J. Dearborn 
Professor of New Testament Interpretation 

at Princeton. He has a particular interest in 
the Synoptic Gospels, especially Mark, and 
in the book of Revelation. 

Blount’s commentary, Revelation, was 
recently selected as the top reference book 
of the year for 2009 by the Academy of 
Parish Clergy.

“We are pleased to have a scholar and 
leader of Dr. Blount’s stature guide our 
study for this year’s Dillard Forum,” said 
Dr. John B. Peters, senior pastor of 
Trinity United Methodist Church. 
“Through these exper iences,  both 
Trinity and Union have the opportunity 
to help transform the church in the 21st 
century.”

Blount says he’s honored to speak at this 
event, which Trinity has established as 
“a leading religious forum in Richmond and, 
wh ich honors such a distinguished 
church leader as Dr. Dillard.”
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Scott addresses graduates at Strayer commencement ceremony

Strayer University, a leading post-
secondary education institution focused 
on working adults, held its regional 
commencement ceremony in Norfolk 
last week for more than 950 associate’s, 
bachelor’s and master’s degree candidates.

The keynote speaker for the commencement 
at Norfolk Scope Arena was U.S. Rep. 
Robert C. “Bobby” Scott, who addressed 
the graduates on the value of education to 

personal and community development.
“We must never forget the importance of 

education in lifting people up, so they can 
achieve their dreams and help communities 
across our great nation flourish,” said 
Rep. Robert C. “Bobby” Scott, D-Va. “In 
addition to using education to further one’s 
career, I encourage all graduates to use 
the knowledge and skills they have gained 
to give back directly to their community 
through service.”

Scott began serving his ninth term as a 
member of Congress on January 6, 2009. 
Before serving in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, he served in the Virginia 
House of Delegates from 1978 to 1983 and in 
the Senate of Virginia from 1983 to 1993.

Scott is the first African American 
elected to Congress from Virginia since 
Reconstruction and only the second African 
American elected to Congress in Virginia’s 
history. Having a maternal grandfather 
of Filipino ancestry also gives Scott the 
distinction of being the first American 
with Filipino ancestry to serve as a voting 
member of Congress.

He currently serves on the Committee 
on the Judiciary, where he is the chairman 
of the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism 

and Homeland Security. Scott also serves 
on the Committee on Education and Labor 
and the Committee on the Budget.

Scott was born in Washington, D.C., and 
grew up in Newport News. He is a graduate 
of Harvard College and Boston College 
Law School. After graduating from law 
school, he practiced law for nearly 20 years 
in Newport News.

Strayer University President Dr. Sondra 
F. Stallard also addressed graduates on the 

significance of their achievements.
“Many of our graduates are working 

adults who arrive at commencement 
having met the rigors of their academic 
pursuits while balancing career and 
family responsibilities,” Stallard said. 
“Commencement is a time for our students 
to celebrate their triumphs as they look 
ahead to applying their hard-won knowledge 
to the advancement their professional lives 
and in the service of their communities.”

LaTonya Waller receives 2011 Teacher of  the Year nomination
An unexpected surprise recently came 

to Lucille Brown Middle School teacher 
LaTonya Waller. While she was told she 
would be hearing results from a recent 
Standard of Learning test, she instead 
received the news of her nomination for 
Teacher of the Year for 2011. 

After graduating from Richmond 
Community High School she then went on 
to Virginia Commonwealth University and 
received a bachelors and masters degree in 

science.   Waller began teaching at Broad 
Rock Elementary School in 2001, from 
there she moved on to Lucille Brown Middle 
School where she has been teaching sixth 
and eighth graders earth and life sciences 
for four years. 

Waller is no stranger to receiving awards 
for her teaching; last fall she won the R.E.B. 
Award for Teaching Excellence.  Although 
teaching seems to be her passion, she isn’t 
just a teacher. She also coaches Lucille 

Brown Middle School’s Mind Games 
team and is a sponsor for the science, 
engineering and forensics clubs. 

In a press release from Richmond Public 
Schools Waller said, “There are individuals 
that I believe excel in certain careers 
because of natural  abil i t ies,  dutiful 
preparation and ongoing reflection and 
refinement.  In my life, I believe that 
individuals continuously attempt to find 
this niche; teaching is mine.”

Waller has been teaching for nine years in 
the Richmond Public School system.  Her 
passion and commitment to teaching has 
afforded her a top rank in the Richmond 
area. 

Along with Waller,  seven other 
talented regional teachers of the year 
were nominated.  These teachers are 
nominated by their school divisions, 
based on their professional highlights and 
accomplishments during their career.   A 
banquet will be held in their honor on Oct. 
15 where the 2011 Teacher of the Year will 
be announced.  –Sharnel Rock, VOICE 
intern

LaTonya WallerVCU Rice Center increases in size through land donation
The Virginia Commonwealth University 

Rice Center has received a major land 
gift of approximately 150 acres along the 
James River that encompasses critical 
nesting areas for bald eagles and habitat 
for a wide variety of flora and fauna.

The property, part of the Meadowville 
Tract in eastern Chesterfield County, is a 
gift of an environmentally conscious group 
of individuals who form the Meadowville 
Trust.

Acquisition of the property will increase 
the size of the VCU Rice Center by nearly 
half. The center, VCU’s biological field 

station, is a 343-acre site in Charles City 
County overlooking the James River, with 
a primary mission of enhancing science, 
education and public outreach related to 
large river ecosystems and their riparian 
landscapes.

“This remarkable gift expands the reach 
of the VCU Rice Center as we enter Phase 
II of our development plan, enriching 
research and educational opportunities for 
both faculty and students,” said Thomas 
F. Huff, Ph.D., VCU’s vice provost for life 
sciences.

For researchers, the Meadowville Tract 

provides an extensive area of bottomland 
hardwood forest that complements the 
habitats at the Rice Center in Charles City 
County and opens many new opportunities 
for research and educational opportunities 
while preserving critical habitat along the 
James River.

The Meadowville Tract is situated on the 
south side of the James River, approximately 
20 minutes east of Richmond. The property 
adjoins Meadowville Landing at River’s 
Bend, a residential development, and is 
adjacent to the Meadowville Technology 
Park. 
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Dear Gwendolyn: 
Two years ago my husband was hurt in an 

auto accident and received a large financial 
settlement. After his recuperation he 
returned to work. However, shortly after, 
his company closed. I wasn’t disturbed 
about it at that t ime. My husband 
and I had agreed for him to pay off 
our house mortgage with the settlement 
money. 

Two weeks ago a notice came from the 
bank stating our house was going into 
foreclosure. Knowing it was an error, I went 
to the bank. I was shocked and disgusted. 
Apparently, my husband did not pay off the 
mortgage. When I questioned him about 
it , he said “Star t packing. I spent all 
the money.” I had noticed him being 
rude lately but didn’t know why. He 
explained, “I met a woman who was 
having a hard time. I felt sor ry for 
her and before realizing it, I had 
given her large sums of money several 
times.” 

Gwendolyn, I can’t take losing our house. 
Charlotte 

Dear Charlotte: 
It was your responsibility to see that his 

money went to pay off the mortgage. You 
may have to accept the fact your house is 
going into foreclosure. Try to find ways to 
get the funds to save it. There are many 
programs to help people in your situation. 
Let me tell you this: You may not only be 
losing your house. You may be losing your 
man. 

I do know people can give you such a 
sad story that you open your wallet and 
give all that you can give. Hopefully, that 
was the case with your husband. Whatever 
you have, you can get it again – just don’t 
ever lose hope. Sure, it hurts to lose your 
possessions, but nothing is a guarantee in 
life.  Think about it; One day up…next day 
down.

Entrepreneur and philanthropist Sheila Johnson shares success story   
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We are losing our house. 
cannot take failure!

Ask Gwendolyn Baines

By Kam Williams 
Entrepreneur and philanthropist Sheila 

Crump Johnson is the only African 
American female to enjoy ownership 
in three professional sports teams: the 
WNBA’s Washington Mystics, the NBA’s 
Washington Wizards and the NHL’s 
Washington Capitals. Fur thermore, 
as CEO of Salamander Hospitality, a 
company she founded in 2005, Johnson 
oversees a growing portfolio of luxury 
properties, including Woodlands Inn, in 
Summerville, SC, which is one of only 
a handful of properties to receive both a 
prestigious Forbes Five Star rating and a 
AAA Five Diamond rating for lodging and 
dining. 

In 2007, she acquired Innisbrook, a 
Salamander Golf and Spa Resort. Set on 
900 acres, this 72-hole Florida getaway 
hosts the PGA Tour’s annual Transitions 
Championship and the LPGA Legends 
Tour Open Championship. The company 
is also building the eagerly-anticipated 
Salamander Resort and Spa, nestled in the 
foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains in 
charming Middleburg, VA.

In addition, Johnson is a partner in 
ProJet Aviation, a company specializing in 
aviation consulting, aircraft acquisitions, 
management, and charter services based 
in Winchester, VA. And she is a partner 
in Mistral, a maker of fine bath, body and 
home products.

Johnson has long been a powerful 
influence in the entertainment industry as 
a founding partner of Black Entertainment 
Television (BET) and, most recently, 
as a film producer. In partnership with 
other investors, her first film, “Kicking 
It,” premiered at the 2008 Sundance Film 
Festival. She executive produced her second 
film, “A Powerful Noise,” which premiered 
at the 2008 TriBeCa Film Festival in New 
York, as well as her third film, “She Is The 
Matador.” 

In 2006 she was named global ambassador 
for CARE, a leading humanitar ian 
organization fighting poverty worldwide 
by empowering women since they are in a 
pivotal position to help their communities 
escape poverty. “Sheila’s I Am Powerful 
Challenge” was instrumental in raising 
funds for this important work. 

A fervent supporter of the arts and 
education, she was recently appointed by 
President Barack Obama to the President’s 
Committee on the Arts and the Humanities 
and serves as chair of the Board of 

Governors of Parsons - The New School 
for Design in New York.  She sits on the 
boards of Americans for the Arts, the 
Jackie Robinson Foundation, the Tiger 
Woods Foundation, the University of 
Virginia Curry School of Education, 
Howard University, the University of 
Illinois Foundation, and is a member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations.

An accomplished violinist, Johnson 
received a bachelor of arts in music from the 
University of Illinois, as well as honorary 
degrees from numerous other institutions. 
Johnson, who lives in Middleburg, VA, 
is a mother of two, and remarried to the 
Honorable William T. Newman, Jr.

Here, she talks about her new film, “The 
Other City,” an expose’ about the HIV/
AIDS crisis in Washington, DC.

Kam Williams: Reverend Florine 
Thompson asks what is it about HIV/AIDS 
that prompted you to produce the film?

Sheila Johnson: I really wanted to do this 
film in order to ignite the discussion, and 
to re-educate. What has been happening, 
that is so wrong right now, is that AIDS has 
disappeared from the radar screen. It’s no 
longer a celebrity-driven cause anymore, so 
I wanted to bring it back to the people. I 
also wanted to give dignity to the victims 
now suffering with AIDS, so that people 
can see not only that the disease hasn’t gone 
away, but is spreading at an alarming rate 
and disproportionately affecting African 
American women.  So, I think we need to 
get out and start educating young people.  
And, especially the Black churches need to 
be talking about it from the pulpit.  And, 
we, as  a  society, need to stop hiding

behind the stigma in order to be able to give 
the disease the platform we need to start the 
re-education process and halt the increase 
in the transmission rate. 

KW: 2010 Florida State University grad 
Laz Lyles would like to know what was the 
most surprising thing you’ve discovered 
about the epidemic? 

SJ: How it has increasingly become a 
heterosexual disease. The thing I wished 
the movie had emphasized more was how 
many married women we now have coming 
down with it. Their husbands are bringing 
it home to them.  I had three women come 
up to me and say that the only sin they 
committed in life was getting married. That’s 
very sad.  The other surprising thing we’re 
finding is that AIDS is hitting at a younger 
age, as young as 13 among gay males.

KW: Lester Chisholm says that Urban 
Prep, an African American male charter 
h igh school in Chicago has a 100 
percent college acceptance rate and it’s 
aiming for a 100 percent college graduation 

rate.  He wonders whether we might 
accomplish a 100 percent success rate in 
the fight against AIDS, if we adopted this 
same attitude for a given population.

SJ: I think that we really could stop this 
disease, if we seriously educate our young 
people, starting in junior high, and continue 
delivering the message in high schools 
and across college campuses. I really do. 
Meanwhile, scientists and doctors are still 
working on finding a cure, and some say 
they’re getting closer and closer. Between 
education and research, we can stop it. 

SJ: Yep, I think I’ve been thrown under the 
bus. It was quite an embarrassment. My husband 
had warned me, too. The one thing I learned 
from this experience is that I will never get 
involved in politics again on either side.  I’m 
declaring myself an independent.  I was 
just shocked.  A group of us, including the 
president of Hampton University plan to 
meet with the governor soon to discuss it. 

Special to the NNPA from the Skanner 
Group

Sheila Johnson
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No suspects in Franklin’s beating Donna Summer, LL Cool J nominated 
for Rock and Roll Hall of FameSoul icon Aretha Franklin’s son was 

recently brutally beaten at a Detroit gas 
station, E! Network reported.

Eddie Franklin, 52, was allegedly assaulted 
by two men and a woman.  Authorities said 
Franklin described one of his attackers 
as being approximately six feet tall with 
dreadlocks and a dark complexion. He said 
the female was around 19 years old.

Initially, authorities were unable to garner 
details or talk to Franklin about the attack, 
saying he had “checked himself out of 
the hospital” before they could begin 
questioning him.

Gwendolyn Quinn, a spokesperson for 
Aretha Franklin, confirmed the attack in 
a news release.  In the statement, she said 
Eddie Franklin underwent emergency 
surgery after the attack.

Aretha Franklin issued a statement, 
describing Quinn as a “former publicist” 
and blaming the police for insinuating that 
her son was being uncooperative.

“After observing my son…, it was clear 
that he was unable to communicate with 
anyone after such a traumatic attack and 
with his jaw wired,” Aretha Franklin said 
in a statement, according to The Detroit 
News. “The officer probably would not 
have been able to give a statement, if he had 
been attacked by three men the very next 
day either and it was totally unreasonable 

to expect Eddie to do so  as if he were not 
being cooperative.”

Following Franklin’s statement, Detroit 
officials responded to her complaints. 

“Our department has been in contact 
with the Franklin family and we are 
actively investigating this crime,” Detroit 
Police Chief Ralph Godbee Jr. said in a 
statement, according to the News. “Whenever 
a citizen becomes a victim of violence, it 
not only affects their family, but the entire 
community.”

A spokeswoman for Sinai-Grace Hospital 
told USA Today that Eddie had been treated 
for his injuries but said he did not undergo 
surgery. 

According to E! Network, Detroit police 
are investigating the attack but have not 
named any suspects or listed a possible 
motive. 

Following in his mother’s footsteps, Eddie 
Franklin is also a singer. His most notable 
work appeared on his mother’s cover 
of “His Eye Is on the Sparrow,” to 
which he contr ibuted guest vocals 
earlier this year. 

In 2002, Eddie Franklin was named a 
suspect in the f i re of his mother’s 
Detroit home, but was later cleared 
in the case.

Special To The NNPA By AFRO-
American Newspapers

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame may have 
some new members pretty soon. Among the 
nominees are LL Cool J, Donna Summer, 
and the Beastie Boys.

It’s been a long hard “fight” among the 
top contenders in music to get their spot 
in the Hall of Fame, all of whom are quite 
deserving of the honor.

Inductees will be announced in December 
this year and the ceremony will take place 
in March next year.

Other nominees include: rockers Joan 

Jett and Alice Cooper; rock bands Bon 
Jovi and J. Geils Band; disco queen Donna 
Summer; disco band Chic; the late Joe Tex 
and Chuck Willis, two R&B greats; R&B 
singer Darlene Love; folk singers Laura 
Nyro, Tom Waits and Donovan; singer 
Neil Diamond; and New Orleans blues 
great Dr. John, who recently performed 
“Down in New Orleans,” one of two 
Academy Award Nominees from the 
same film, 2009’s “The Princess and the 
Frog.”

Donna Summer LL Cool J

Sunshine Anderson makes comeback with new sounds
Yes, you may have heard it all before, 

but R&B sweetheart Sunshine Anderson 
is ready to share her journey of love and 
heartbreak with her newest production, 
“The Sun Shines Again.”

She says the album was inspired by her 
failed marriage.

In 2007, the singer became pregnant 

and marr ied in July. The marr iage 
only lasted a shor t while, but she 
took some time off of work to be a 
mother. Now that she has reached a 
new height in her life, she is ready to 
return to work.

“You give up so much as a wife, and a 
mother, and a girlfriend; that sometimes 

you forget who you are. And so when you 
finally have the time to sit with yourself, 
and figure out who you are – it’s a great 
day. Can’t nobody take my shine right 
now!” Anderson said.

In stores Tuesday, Nov. 2, “The Sun 
Shines Again” reunites Anderson with 
hit-making producer Mike City, the man 

who signed Anderson to her first recording 
contract in 2000 and most recently to his 
Unsung Records.

Kicking off the album will be the lead 
single “Lie To Kick It,” which is currently 
the nation’s number-one most added 
track on the Adult R&B and UAC 
formats.
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Will Richmond benefit from new health care changes?
No yearly or lifetime caps on insurance coverage.
No out-of-pocket costs or co-pays for many cancer 

screenings.
Guaranteed coverage by your insurance even if you get 

sick.
Those are a few of the provisions of the new federal 

health care law that went into effect Sept. 23, six months 
after President Barack Obama signed the measure. Experts 
say the new rules will make a big difference, especially for 
cancer prevention and treatment, in Richmond and around 
the country.

“They’re all pretty critical to cancer patients,” said Erin 
Reidy, senior policy analyst for the American Cancer 
Society Cancer Action Network. Put another way, “People 
can get the treatment they need when they need it,” said 
Brittany Freeman, director of Health Policy in the South 
Atlantic division of the American Cancer Society.

The provisions affect insurance plans that go into effect 
after Sept. 23; so people who already have policies will be 
covered by the new rules when their policies are renewed, 
usually in January.

One part of the new health care law already in effect is help 
for some people who have had trouble getting insurance.  
Beginning July 1, each state has been given money to 
create “high-risk pools” of funds to help pay for health 
insurance for people who have been without insurance for 
six months and who have pre-existing medical conditions. 
Virginia has $113 million in its high-risk pool. 

Someone the new law won’t help right away is Cynthia 
Holland of Richmond.  Holland is a substitute teacher 

and part-time desk clerk at a local YMCA. Neither job 
provides medical benefits.

“I can’t afford health insurance because of my low 
salary,” she said. “I really can’t afford to get sick or 
injured.”

Eventually, the health care reform law will help those 
without insurance by creating insurance “exchanges” 
that can help people afford insurance. It will also expand 
Medicaid to include all low-income people under 65. 
Those provisions take effect in 2014.

Of the parts of the law in effect, Freeman and Reidy 
pointed to three that are expected to have a large impact:

• A ban on annual and lifetime limits on coverage.  
Cancer treatment is expensive, and patients ‘have 
reported real problems in hitting the limits” of insurance 
coverage, Reidy said. Annual limits on coverage will be 
restricted in most plans and will no longer be allowed in 
2014.  Lifetime limits will also be barred, which will be 
especially important for children who have cancer and 
may need expensive treatment for many years.

• A requirement that insurance companies pay for 
federally approved preventive services, such as cancer 
screenings, with no deductibles or out-of-pocket costs 
for customers.  The cost of breast-cancer screenings 
(mammograms) will be fully covered for all women age 
40 and above. Freeman called the measure “incredibly 
important for prevention.  We hope more people will have 
access to the screenings and more people will be able to 
afford them.” The  new rule could be of special benefit to 
African American women, who have higher rates of death 

from breast cancer in part because it is found too late.
• A ban on the cancellation of insurance coverage for any 

reason other than fraud or misrepresentation. “An insurance 
company cannot drop you if you get sick,” Freeman said.

• The new law also:
• Bars health plans from denying coverage to children 

with pre-existing conditions.
• Requires health plans to allow young adults to 

remain on their parents’ insurance policy until their 26th 
birthdays.

The remaining provisions of the new health care law go 
into effect next year, in 2013 and in 2014.

Virginia Attorney General Kenneth T. Cuccinelli 
has filed suit to overturn the new law, arguing it is 
unconstitutional.

Cynthia Holland

Ten ways to choose the right residential long-term care environment
Currently, according to the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS), an estimated nine million 
Americans over the age of 65 need long-
term care, which can include assisted 
living or skilled nursing home facilities. 
The demand for long-term care is expected 
to increase, with HHS forecasts showing 
that nearly half of Americans who reach 
the age of 65 will enter a nursing home at 
some point in their lives. 

People choose a skilled nursing facility, 
or nursing home, when they need help 
caring for themselves, either short-term, 
such as after an illness or injury, or longer-
term, in the case of chronic illness or a 
disability. These facilities are designed to 
provide nursing and medical care while 
maximizing the resident’s independence.

It’s important to plan for your (or your 
loved one’s) long-term care as early as 
possible. Too often people find themselves 
in crisis and don’t know where to turn for 
help. As a result, they may not be receiving 
the best care possible because of the 
last-minute rush.

Selecting the right environment and the 
right care is a critical step in placing your 
mind at ease when you move into this stage 
of life. To help prepare for this important 
decision, here are the top-ten factors to 
consider when you visit and evaluate a 
nursing home:

• Certification – Is the provider certified, 
licensed or accredited? When was their last 
state survey conducted, and what were the 
outcomes?

• Longevity – How long has the provider 
served the community?

• Accessibility – Are there registered 
nurses available 24 hours-a-day, seven 
days-a-week? Is transportation available 
for doctor visits, shopping, activities, etc.?

• Facility – Is the facility well-
maintained, clean and well-lit? Is it home-
like with rooms containing personal items 
such as pictures, TV, books, etc.? Are 
arrangements made for residents to 
spend time outside?

• Residents – Do the residents look clean 
and well-groomed? Do they spend time 
with each other and appear happy and 
comfortable? Do the administrators and 
staff call the residents by name and interact 
warmly with them?

• Staff – Are staff members friendly 
and outgoing? Are resident requests for 
assistance answered promptly? What types 
of background checks are conducted before 

hiring staff?
• Health care – Is self-administration 

of medication allowed? How often does 
the physician visit? Are other providers 
(nurse practitioners, physical therapists, 
etc.) involved in residents’ care? Will the 
provider honor the resident’s living will or 
advance directive?

• Food – Are there set times for meals? 
Are residents able to select from a menu?  
Does the food look appetizing and do residents 
appear to enjoy their meals? Are cooking 
facilities available for resident use?

• Activities – Are individual and group 
activities offered? Does the activity list 
seem varied and include things that your 
loved one would enjoy? Are pets allowed 
to visit?

• Finances – What services are covered 
with the “basic” charge? Are there added 
costs? What are the billing, payment and 
credit policies? When may a contract 
be terminated and what are the refund 
policies?

 For more information on selecting a nursing 
home go to www.evercarehealthplans.com.
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“Clinical trials: A legacy of shame and fear addressed in 2010”

now, and I have learned so much about 
menopause, weight gain, mood swings and 
other change-of-life issues.”  While Clay 
is familiar with the Tuskegee Study, she says her 
project was different, in that no shots or 
meds were given. “The clinicians measure our fat 
ratio and BMI, as well as monitor blood 
pressure, but they are mostly tracking data.” 

As for the question of informed consent, 
Clay says she fully understood the perimeters 
of the study when she signed up and that 
she also understands that she can end 
her participation at any time. This is in 
part because well-documented bioethics 
violations – such as the Tuskegee Study, the 
injustices against Henrietta Lacks, and the 
atrocity of the Willowbrook State School in 
Staten Island, N.Y., where mentally 
i l l children were given “milkshakes” with 
hepatitis - have prompted various protections 
for participants. 

In 1974, the U.S. National Research Act was 
passed by Congress. It created the National 
Commission for the Protection of Human 
Subjects of Biomedical and Behavioral 
Research, which identified basic ethical 
principles to govern research. This act also 
established the modern Institutional Review 
Board System (IRB), which is a group or 
committee that is given the responsibility to 
review research projects involving human 
subjects. The board is comprised of both 
scientific and non-scientific members. And 
no human subject may be involved in any 
project until the project has been reviewed and 
fully approved by the Institutional Review 
Board. 

Out of the commission was borne the 
Belmont Report in 1979, which ruled that 
respect for persons, beneficence (maximum 

benefits and minimum harms) and justice 
(risk and benefits are distributed equally 
among those who may benefit from the 
research) were necessary components in 
clinical trials and research. 

Finally, under ethical standards, research 
participants should receive, at a minimum, 
the best standard treatment. If a new approach 
is discovered within the research, then 
participants should be among the first to 
benefit. 

Possible risks associated with clinical 
trials could be unknown side effects or 
other risks of the new drug or treatment; 
the fact that new treatment may not help 
all participants; and the inconveniences 
associated with participating in the research, 
such as travel, time off work. 

Dr. Baquet is director of the University of 
Maryland-Baltimore-Academic Program 
in Minority Health and Health Disparities 
Education and Research and has earned a 
grant portfolio of more than $80 million 
from federal, state and foundation sources. 

She has conducted IRB-sanctioned 
research studies in the Baltimore area, 
as well as “think tanks” and “mini-
medical” boot camps, whose participants 
come from barbershops, churches and 
grocers. 

Dr. Baquet also published the “Analysis 
of Maryland Cancer Patient Participation in 
NCI-Supported Cancer Treatment Clinical 
Trials,” in the July 2008 issue of the Journal 
of Clinical Oncology. The manuscript, 
based on two and a half years of research by 
Dr. Baquet, is the only such state analysis 
of its kind and is a model for other states 
wishing to monitor clinical trial accrual 
and diversity. 

Editor’s Note:  “Clinical Trials: A 
Legacy of Shame and Fear Adressed 
in 2010” is a series resulting from a 
partnership between the University of 
Maryland Bioethics Research Center 
and the NNPA Foundation.  Part IV 
is titled, “Informed Consent – Blacks 
Must Ask Strong Questions”.

Part IV
By Elaine Hegwood Bowen

(NNPA) - In 1966, a Massachusetts 
researcher Henry K. Beecher, M.D., published 
an essay discussing proposed federal rules 
concerning human experimentation. In 
this essay, he wrote that even though at 
times ethical breaches were evident, he 
doubted that “consent in any fully informed 
sense” was obtainable. He argued that 
“the presence of an intelligent, informed, 
conscientious, compassionate, and responsible 
investigator offered the best protection for 
human research subjects.” But this could 
hardly be accurate, given that a researcher 
wouldn’t entirely act on behalf of the trial 
participant. 

At the recent 2010 Bioethics, Health 
Disparities and Clinical Trials Fellowship 
held at the University of Maryland School 
of Medicine’s National Bioethics Research 
Center and hosted by renowned researcher 
Claudia Baquet, M.D., ( Meharry Medical 
College ) a wealth of information around 
research trials and informed consent 
was shared with journalists representing 
the National Newspaper Publishers 
Association. The journalists also discussed 
reasons that Blacks are reluctant to 
participate in research trials, as well as 
reviewed the origins of safeguards that 
protect all trial participants. 

Informed consent is the process of 
learning about a research study. It is 
necessary to protect the safety, rights 
and welfare of participants; to ensure 
that participation in research is always 
voluntary; and provide information about 
the research study so a person can decide 
whether or not to participate. 

It usually starts as a discussion between 
the potential participant and the study 
team, and it’s a continuous exchange of 
information – including strong questions - 
while a participant is involved in the study. 
It is essential for the protection of human 
subjects in research, and it is always 
voluntary.   The principal investigator of 
t he  resea rch  p rojec t  i s  u lt i mately

responsible for obtaining informed consent 
from participants. 

The participant has to understand the 
language, and the terms of the research 
have to be simple, as opposed to scientific 
or medical. The eight essential elements of 
informed consent are: research purpose and 
procedures; risks and discomforts; potential 
benefits; provisions for confidentiality; 
voluntary participation and right to withdraw 
without penalty; alternative procedures 
or treatment; management of research-
related injury; and contacts for additional 
information. 

Other additional elements could include 
the prospect of unforeseeable risks; 
circumstances under which participation 
may be ended by the investigator; additional 
costs to the subject, if any; consequences 
of a decision to withdraw; significant new 
findings to be provided; and number of 
subjects participating. 

It must be noted that the well-being of 
the participant should be at the heart of any 
research; as opposed to any gains or so-
called “bragging rights” or notoriety for the 
principal investigator. 

However, research isn’t always a process 
of taking blood samples or poking around a 
participant’s body. It could be a simple written 
survey or the tracking of a participant doing 
a particular task over time, i.e., exercise. 

Chicagoan Audrey Clay, a 55-year-old 
financial analyst, has been involved in a 
research study that tracks women who are 
going through menopause.  The study’s 
duration is between 10-15 years, and Clay 
says she was glad to sign up. 

“I  have  been in the program for 12 years

The Tuskegee Experiment cost many Black men their livesDr. Claudia Baquet
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October 9
Gellman Room Concert Series

Saturday, Oct. 9  – 2 p.m. 
The 2009-10 season opens with a concert of art songs and opera arias for soprano 

performed by Audrey Tillack and Stephanie Auld with Russell Wilson, piano.
Saturday, Oct. 30  – 2 p.m. 
Pianist Wen-Yin Chan presents scherzos and nocturnes by Frederic Chopin in celebration 

of Chopin’s Bicentennial Anniversary.
All concerts are free and open to the public.

Black Beauty Expo

October 10
New Chestnut Anniversary

The family of New Chestnut Baptist Church, 7250 Chestnut Church Rd., Mechanicsville, 
will celebrate their 95th church anniversary on Sunday, Oct. 10. Rev. June Rice of Cedar 
Street Baptist Church will officiate the morning service at 11 a.m. followed by dinner in the 
fellowship hall at 1:30 p.m. The evening worship service will take place at 3 p.m. with Rev. 
Dewayne Fields, pastor of Oxford Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Ruther Glen, officiating.

For more information call Henrietta Gattison at 804-262-4312.

October 14
Mental Illness Awareness

The National Alliance on Mental Illness-Central Virginia Chapter (NAMI-CVA) is 
having their monthly meeting on Thursday, Oct. 14, 7 p.m. at the Weinstein JCC, 5403 
Monument Ave. in Richmond, just one block east of St Mary’s Hospital. Katie Van 
Arnam, LCSW, director of housing access programs with Virginia Supportive Housing 
will speak

The meeting is free and open to the public. For further information call 804-285-1749.

Get HandsOn
October 16

On Saturday, Oct. 16, join over 1,000 of your friends and neighbors for the third annual 
HandsOn Day. Transform your community by volunteering at one of over 40 nonprofits, 
city parks, and schools. Projects include park clean-up and restoration, housing rehab for 
elderly citizens, arts and crafts with children, and many, many more. Visit www.handsongr.
org for more information.

October 18
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

On Saturday, Oct. 16, join over 1,000 of your friends and neighbors for the third annual 
HandsOn Day. Transform your community by volunteering at one of over 40 nonprofits, 
city parks, and schools. Projects include park clean-up and restoration, housing rehab for 
elderly citizens, arts and crafts with children, and many, many more. Visit www.handsongr.
org for more information.

October 19
First Baptist Education Fair

The scholarship ministry at First Baptist Church of South Richmond on 1501 Decatur 
St. will host an education fair on Oct. 19 from 6 – 8 p.m. in the Imani Center. The fair 
will provide information to students and parents about PSAT, SAT and ACT scores. There 
will be college recruiters as well as high school counselors on site to answer questions. A 
representative will be available to discuss students’ Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

For information contact Jacki Davis at 804-516-9713 or e-mail jacki_davis@yahoo.com.

October 23

The 3rd Annual Black Beauty Expo will be held Oct. 23-25 at the Greater Richmond 
Convention Center, 403 N. 3rd. St. in Richmond. The expo will present specialized classes 
and seminars by top educators in the beauty industry. In addition to education there will 
be an energetic Trade Show Floor with the latest beauty products, unique exhibits, hair 
competitions and an award show.  

Exhibit space is available for a minimal fee and includes: 1-table, two chairs, name plate, 
and ‘pipe and drape.’ Advance tickets are also available. For more information, 
call 800-344-1974 or visit www.blackbeautyexpo.com.

October 7
Dean’s Forum at Union

On Oct. 7, Union Presbyterian Seminary will kick off the Dean’s Forum, a platform for 
sharing faculty research with students and others interested in theological research and 
education. The first session of the forum is being presented in partnership with the dean’s 
office and the history department of Union Presbyterian. It will held at 4:10 pm in Lake 
Chapel of The Early Center, 1106 Westwood Ave. in Richmond. Subsequent sessions will 
be held approximately every six months. 

For this inaugural presentation, students, alumni, and faculty will be invited to attend 
a lecture and panel discussion focusing on Professor Mark Valeri’s new book, “Heavenly 
Merchandize: How Religion Shaped Commerce in Puritan America.”  The Valeri book has 
been recently featured in The Boston Globe and The New York Times. Future plans for the 
forum include live webcasting and interaction between live and web audiences. 

The Dean’s Forum is the brainchild of Stanley Skreslet, academic dean at Union 
Presbyterian. Call 804-278-4279 for more information.

Six Steps to Sales
Whether you’re new to newspaper or online advertising sales or just need a tune-up, 

this fun, informative and hands-on session on Oct. 7, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Virginia Press 
Association, 11529 Nuckols Road  in Glen Allen is for you! It will break down the sales 
process into six easy steps and also teach you how to sell in a down economy, generate new 
business, deal with difficult customers and overcome objections. Selling print with online 
requires a different approach than what you may be using currently; session presenters will 
use real-life scenarios and role-playing so you can make your own selling style adjustments 
for increased success. 

Carolyn Cullen and Jim Gainey will lead the workshop. For more information call 
804-521-7574.

October 13
Petersburg Candidate Forum

The Harding Area Neighborhood Association is sponsoring a forum for 1st, 7th, and 5th 
Ward candidates for Petersburg City Council on Wednesday, Oct. 13 from 6:45 p.m. to 8 
p.m.   The event will take place at the Tabernacle Baptist Church, 418 Halifax Street in 
Petersburg. Candidates will be given five minutes to speak to several topics after which 
questions from the audience questions will follow: 

Candidates that have been invited and confirmed include: Mayor Annie Mickens, 
incumbent, seeking reelection to Petersburg City Council-5th Ward; Jackie Kidd-candidate 
for Petersburg City Council 5th Ward; Treska Wilson-Smith, candidate for Petersburg 
City Council-1st Ward; John Hart, candidate for Petersburg City Council-7th Ward; and 
Petersburg City Vice Mayor Horace Webb, incumbent seeking reelection to city council-
7th Ward. 

There will be voter information and forms for those wanting to get their voting rights 
restored will be available. Refreshments will be served. For more information, 
call 804-861-4688.

October 13
Panther Soul Night

7 p.m. – 9 p.m.   Soulful Night of Neo-Soul and Poetry
Henderson Center Room 10-12.  Visual Design Specialist, Virginia Union University, 

1500 N. Lombardy Street, Richmond, VA 23220.
Admission free.

10 a.m.  VUU Homecoming Parade on Broad Street, downtown Richmond with parade marshall, 
Stephanie Rochon, anchor, WTVR-CBS 6.

1 p.m . Homecoming Football Game, Virginia Union University Panthers vs. Johnson C. Smith 
Golden Bulls.

6:45 p.m., doors open at 6 p.m.    Homecoming Concert with Rick Ross, Jadakiss, and Backyard 
Band at the Richmond Coliseum.  Tickets available at Ticketmaster.

VUU  Homecoming 
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By Iman Evans
Residents of Texas’ 30th 

District and long- time 
friends of Rep. Eddie Bernice 
Johnson (D-TX)  came 
together recently during a 
to show Dallas that they 
continue to stand behind the 
congresswoman.  

Johnson has been in 
damage cont rol mode 
since it was revealed that 
her office violated the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation’s nepotism and residency rules 
by directing scholarship money to four of 
her family members and the children of 
a top staffer.  In an attempt to repair her 
tarnished image, Johnson has announced 
a new CBCF Scholarship Committee that will 
take over deciding which students living in 
her district will be awarded CBCF scholarships.

“She did a lot for us in this district and 
she’s still doing a lot for us in this district,” 
said community activist Willie Mae Coleman. 
“I’m not excusing what she did, but haven’t 
we all done something that was wrong?” 

As  a  memb er  of  t he  Ber t r a nd 
Neighborhood Association, Coleman is 
in a position to bear witness to the blight 
of the Southern Dallas area that Johnson 
represents, as well as difference-making 
projects that Johnson has stewarded. 

“When they were going to spend all that 
money for the Trinity Project, she [Johnson] 
stopped that so that homeowners would not 
have to get flood insurance,” said Coleman. 
“[And] that rail that is running right by my 

house, that’s going to be a blessing for the 
community.” 

Johnson’s new committee appears at first glance 
to be a model of moral and professional 
rectitude. The members are Mavis Knight, 
presently serving on the Texas State Board 
of Education; Randy Skinner, director of 
the Greater Dallas Area Justice Revival; 
longtime educator Dr. Roscoe Smith; Raul 
M. Magdaleno, Director of Diversity 
& Community Outreach for Southern 
Methodist University Meadows School 
of the Arts; and Dr. Al Roberts, professor 
emeritus of Education at Paul Quinn College.

It remains to be seen what effect the 
rally will have on Johnson’s legacy. But, 
it is clear that for supporters, Johnson 
has been a conduit for benefits that South 
Dallas would otherwise not have been able 
to access, and that the kind of petty self-
dealing for which she has admitted guilt is, 
in the grand scheme of things, forgivable.

Special to the NNPA from the Dallas 
Examiner

Homeowners converge on Congress Young, Gifted and BlackLast week homeowners from around the 
country joined NACA CEO Bruce Marks 
to kick off NACA’s “National Foreclosure 
Week of Action.” 

Thousands of at-r isk homeowners 
converged on Members of Congress’s 
Washington office or district office to have 
them advocate for their affordable mortgage 
solution. The army of homeowners urged 
their congress representatives and senators 
to advocate for them in achieving their 
affordable solution.

While NACA has worked with the 
homeowners to determine and document 
an affordable mortgage payment, advocacy 
is still necessary to achieve this solution. 
NACA is urging Congress to advocate 
for their constituents by urging lenders 
to approve the NACA solution. This is a 

continuation of NACA’s Save the Dream 
Tour that travels the nation lowering 
unaffordable mortgage payments for many 
thousands of homeowners. 

Members of Congress have a tremendous 
amount of influence in assisting their 
constituents with an unaffordable mortgage. 
They have direct access to the lenders who 
prioritize referrals from 

Congress. They also have influence on 
government owned or guaranteed mortgages 
that are the most difficult to modify and are 
being foreclosed on in large numbers. 

In addition, the requirements imposed by 
the government’s Making Home Affordable 
program are making other modifications 
more difficult. 

Special to the NNPA from the Washington 
Informer

Congresswoman Maxine Waters (D-CA)  hosted her annual Young, Gifted and Black forum at the 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation’s 40th Annual Legislative Conference. Participating in 
the panel from left to right are Demitria Lucas; DJ Flexx; Wale; Roscoe Dash; Tabi Bonney; Paul 
Gardner, Esq.; and Natasha Eubanks.

District rallies to support Rep. Johnson

Rep. Johnson supporters attend rally to show they stand behind 
the Texas congresswoman.

New study examines relationship between 
LGBT and racial justice organization

A new, landmark study on the relationship 
between racial justice organizations and 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) communities finds the lack of resources, 
funding, and community support are obstacles to 
engagement. The study, titled, “Better Together: 
Research Findings on the Relationship 
between Racial Justice Organizations 
and LGBT Communities,” was produced 
by Applied Research Center (ARC) in 
partnership with the Arcus Foundation.   

The Arcus Foundation is a leading 
global foundation advancing pressing social 
justice and conservation issues. Specifically, 
Arcus works, in part, to advance LGBT 
equality and to increase respect and 
equality for LGBT people of color.

There are damaging perceptions about 
LGBT communities and racial justice 
groups, specifically that LGBT identity 
and politics are for white people and that 
communities of color are disproportionately 
homophobic. These myths harm LGBT 
communities of color and continue to be 
perpetuated by divisive, polit ically 
motivated platforms such as the Proposition 
8 Campaign,” said Rinku Sen, president 
and executive director of ARC.    

“Better Together” is a result of surveys and 
interviews with more than 80 organizations 
and 30 key leaders, based on the premise that 

significant numbers of LGBT people are of 
color and comprising an important part of 
the racial justice constituency. The report 
focuses on current engagement efforts, 
perceived barriers, potential opportunities, 
and key recommendations for advancing 
work in this intersectional area. “When 
racial justice groups, including those 
focused on LGBT people, take on the 
intersection of race and sexuality, they can 
build enduring political power to make the 
policy and practice changes that improve 
communities nationwide,” said Sen. 

Primary recommendations are to increase 
funding and support for LGBT organizations 
of color, invest in tools for strategic clarity, 
support leadership development for LGBT 
leaders of color, and build media and 
communications infrastructure. “The 
significance of philanthropic support for racial 
justice engagement of LGBT issues cannot be 
overestimated,” says Roz Lee, senior program 
officer for Arcus Foundation’s Racial Justice, 
Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity program. 
“There is a critical need for general and 
targeted funding for LGBT organizations 
of color and partnership-building. Additionally, 
funders must support media and leadership 
development in order to increase 
visibility for the incredible work that is 
happening every day.” 
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Black farmers rally on Capitol Hill in the name of  “justice”
By C.K. Moreland, Jr.

Joh n  Boyd ,  a  fou r t h  gen e r a t ion 
farmer, wants it to be clear - his effort 
to secure Congressional funding for a 
discrimination settlement that Black 
farmers reached with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) is not the pursuit of 
“reparation.”

“It’s [about] discrimination,” John 
Boyd, the president of the National Black 
Farmers Association told Fox News. “It’s 
about justice. Black farmers have not been 
getting justice.”

Black farmers originally filed a lawsuit 
against USDA in 1997 and reached a 
settlement agreement in 1999.   Even 
though thousands filed claims in the 
settlement, many more were unaware of 
the deadline.  A second deadline was set 
for September of 2000 but only a small 
percentage of those farmers filing claims 
were declared eligible for payment.  Now, 
nearly a decade later, Black farmers are 
still waiting for funding for the Black Farm 
bill.   President Barack Obama proposed 
adding $1.25 billion to settle the suit and 
the plaintiffs agreed.  However, the money 
that was to be allocated by Congress by 
March 31st, was not.

Standing in solidarity beside the Black 
Farmers were members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, including Rep. Sheila 
Jackson Lee (D-TX), CBC Chair Rep. 
Barbara Lee (D-CA), and former CBC 
Chair Rep. Maxine Waters (D-CA), who 
has been standing with the Black Farmers 
since the mid-1990s.

With suppor t  f rom the Obama 
administration and with the funding already 
passed by the House, Waters said, “we 
now find ourselves waiting on the Senate, 
which is using procedure as an excuse to 

further delay and deny justice to these 
Black farmers.  I firmly believe the Senate 
should make the Black farmers’ settlement 
a legislative priority, and that they should 
not recess for mid-term elections until this 
issue is resolved.”

In a symbolic gesture to garner support 
for and bring attention to the Black Farmers 
Bill, Boyd recently led a peaceful march 
from the USDA headquarters to the U.S. 
Capitol atop an orange tractor he named 
“Justice”.  Prior to the march, Boyd drove 
“Justice” through the streets of Washington 
for a week.  He has been calling on 
the Senate to pass funding for claims 
stemming from the class action lawsuit, 
known as “The Pigford Case”, in which 
Black farmers sued the USDA for denying 
them fair treatment when they applied for 
federal assistance. The case was settled in 
1999 and the federal government paid out 
approximately $1 billion to claimants.

Approximately 80,000 Black farmers 
missed the deadline for the 1999 
settlement.  In February 2010, the Obama 
administration announced a $1.15 billion 
agreement to resolve the second round of 
claims, with the purpose of bringing “these 
long-ignored claims of African American 
farmers to a rightful conclusion.”

The funding has passed the House but 
has been stalled in the Senate, where it has 
been attached to several bills only to be 
scratched out.

Senators Kay Hagan (D-NC) and Blanche 
Lincoln (D-AR), chair of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee, also stood with 
Boyd, during the news conference 
to announce they are introducing 
a standalone bil l with Sen. Mary 
Landrieu (D-LA) to fund the $1.15 
billion settlement. 

John Boyd surrounded by Congressional Black Caucus Chair Congresswoman Barbara Lee, left, 
and Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, is fighting to get the Black farmers bill passed by the U.S. 
Senate.
 Photo by Fred Watkins

John Boyd, in his orange traitor Justice, lead the march from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to 
the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. to demand justice for Black farmers.    Photo by Fred Watkins
Black farmers march from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to the U.S. Capitol in Washington, 
D.C. Photo by Fred Watkins

“We’re working together to send this 
language to the president as quickly as 
possible because our Black farmers have 
waited too long,” said Sen. Hagan.   “We 
want to ensure Black farmers in our country 
finally receive the justice they deserve,” 
she said. 

The news conference was the culmination 
of the mile long march, led by Boyd, which 
began at the steps of the Department of 
Agriculture and ended at the U.S. Capitol. 
Among the participants: John Bonner 

of Dinwiddie, whose father passed away 
earlier this year but continues to have an 
outstanding claim.

“At this late and critical stage of the process 
I was compelled to walk over to the Senate, 
stand up with my friends, and speak out for 
jobs, for justice, and for civil rights,” said 
Waters.  “I will continue to speak and work 
with John Boyd and the Black farmers to 
make sure that this issue is finally resolved 
in a swift and fair manner.”

Special to the NNPA

Black Alabama town wants zip code
Officials in Hobson City, the first 

Black town incorporated in Alabama more 
than a century ago, want their own ZIP 
code.

Hobson City currently shares its ZIP code 
– 36201 – with Anniston, but Hobson City 
Mayor Alberta McCrory says the town of 
less than a thousand residents wants its own 
postal service identity.  “We need to make 
sure Hobson City is not lost,’’ she said. 
‘’We were never a part of Anniston, but we 
are lumped in with them and that is not a 
good thing for us.”

 U.S. Postal Service spokesman Joseph 
Breckenridge told The Anniston Star in a 

story that Hobson City’s identity crisis has 
been shared by other small towns.  “When 
we created ZIP codes, we did it just to 
serve mail,’’ Breckenridge said.  “But some 
thought ZIP codes are the same as city 
boundaries, but they are not, and they get 
all scrambled up because of the way cities 
grow. Sometimes some addresses are in 
the same municipalities but are served by 
different post offices.’’

Originally a part of Oxford, Hobson 
City was incorporated in 1899 and 
has struggled f inancially in recent 
years due mainly to an insufficient 
tax base. 
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Ed Welburn: A remarkable man doing a remarkable job

New hearing date set for Abu-Jamal
Death-row inmate Mumia Abu-Jamal 

will receive a new hearing on Nov. 9 to 
review his death sentence for the 1982 
murder of a Philadelphia police officer.

In late September, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit agreed 
to hear arguments in the case, under a 
directive from the U.S. Supreme Court to 
review Jamal’s death sentence for killing 
Philadelphia Police Officer Daniel Faulkner.

In an e-mail to supporters, Jamal’s 
defense lawyer Robert Bryan said “We 
are cautiously encouraged that the federal 
court has taken this step.”

Abu-Jamal was convicted in a 
unanimous decision by a majority white 
jury and sentenced to death. 

Born Wesley Cook, he has maintained 
his innocence from death row in a 
Pennsylvania state prison, submitting 
appeal requests based on allegations 
of judicial bias, police brutality, and an 
inadequate defense during his arrest and 
trial 28 years ago. 

At the time of his arrest, Abu-Jamal 
was a radio announcer and president of 
the Philadelphia Association of Black 
Journalists. He was known for his 
outspoken political views and commentary 
on racial injustice and police brutality.

During his incarceration he has written 
several books, appeared on National 
Public Radio’s “All Things Considered,” 
and continues to protest his conviction on 
prisonradio.org, a non-profit organization 
run by The Redwood Justice Fund. 

Opponents to Abu-Jamal’s claims of 
innocence include the Fraternal Order 
of Police and Maureen Faulkner, the 

widow of the murdered officer.  At a 
recent screening of the film “Barrel of 
a Gun,” a documentary about the case, 
Faulkner’s widow said the movie “will 
put people’s mind at rest,” according to 
The Philadelphia Inquirer. 

“There is no doubt that Mumia Abu-
Jamal wanted to murder a police officer 
that night and that person was my 
husband,” she said.

His trial and subsequent attempts at 
an appeal have gained international 
attention and support including from 
former South African president Nelson 
Mandela, Amnesty International, the Free 
Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalition, members of 
Congress, and celebrities.

Special to the NNPA from the Afro-
American Newspapers

Mumia Abu-Jamal

By Catherine Kelly
Innovative design, understanding, and 

the importance of diversity are guiding 
philosophies for General Motors Vice 
President of Global Design, Ed Welburn. 
“Exposure, reading, and travel, whenever 
possible… and don’t be afraid to take 
risks,” says Welburn about the preparation 
for living and working in an increasingly 
global world.

Since 2003, Welburn, 59, is only the 
sixth design leader in General Motors’ 
history and heads what may be the largest 
design organization in the world. He leads 
10 design centers in eight countries and 
manages 1,500 creative personalities.  

After the well-publicized news of General 
Motors’ financial woes, subsequent bailout 
and new stock offering, the company is 
maintaining its commitment to design. 
And, Welburn is leading the effort.

Welburn, one of the highest-ranking 
Black automobile executives in the world, 
says much of his inspiration comes from 
his background. Welburn has loved 
automobiles since he was a child when his 
father, a car enthusiast, took him to an auto 
show in Philadelphia. 

Welburn received his art training from 
Howard University in Washington, D.C.  
He attended the historically Black 
college  in the early 1970s and said the 

“interdisciplinary” aspect of the 
experience prepared him for his 
current role that an art school 
could not have provided.

Along with his everyday work, 
Welburn is still involved in the 
arts. General Motors hosts art 
shows at its design center and the 
auto executive has been known to 
paint in his private time.  Welburn 
believes that creativity offers 
value and oppor tunity. While 
many parents may encourage their 
children to stay on more traditional 
career paths, he believes there 
is opportunity in creative fields 
such as design.  Welburn said, 
“Parents tend to direct [children] 
to fields they know they will be 
accepted… We have a building 
full of sculptors, artists who are 
working in the industry.”

Welburn, who regularly travels to 
Brazil, Columbia, Argentina and China, 
says cultural fluency and diversity are 
important.  Although, it’s sometimes hard 
to try new things, adventure and being 
open-minded are important aspects of his 
work, and has helped him in his current 
position.  “I took an assignment in Germany 
and I wondered if I would be accepted. I 
didn’t have a place to get my hair cut so that 
was something to deal with but I love the 
cultural diversity… the challenges,” said 
Welburn.

Today, Welburn says he has friends 

around the world. “And, I connect with 
them as strongly as I do with my old friends 
from Howard.”

Welburn says the future of General 
Motors is in global collaboration.  “It is the 
future,” says Welburn. “The development 
of the new Buick Lacrosse is a very good 
example of a collaboration of disciplines.”  
The car, sold in the United States and 
China, is the result of collaboration between 
German engineers, and U.S. and Chinese 
design teams. “It is far better than either 
team would have done separately…,” said 
Welburn.

Special contributing editor to the 
NNPA 

Ed Welburn

Putting right an injustice
By Helen Silvis

After World Wars I and II, the Medal of 
Honor was awarded to 549 of America’s 
bravest soldiers for distinguishing 
themselves “conspicuously by gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his or her life above 
and beyond the call of duty…”  Incredibly, 
not one Black soldier, of the 1.5 million who 
served in those wars, received the honor, 
which is the highest military decoration 
awarded by the U.S. government.

These Black men fought for democracy, 
even though they were denied equal 
citizenship in their own country, says 
Portland City Commissioner Nick Fish, 
whose grandfather was a captain in the New 
York 369th -- the Harlem Hellfighters. Fish 
is one voice in a national campaign asking 
President Obama and Congress to award a 
Medal of Honor to at least one of those men: 

Henry Lincoln Johnson.  Johnson was shot 
three times and stabbed more than 11 times, 
but fought off more than 20 enemy attackers 
and rescued his fellow guard.  President 
Theodore Roosevelt called him one of the 
five bravest servicemen to fight in WWI. 

Special to the NNPA from the Skanner 
Group

Henry Johnson
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In personal narratives, testimony, 
interviews, shor t  stor ies,  poet ry, 
folktales and performance scripts, 
a new anthology - Women Writing 
Resistance – spotlights women’s 
strategies of resistance to the challenges 
they face in Africa today.

It presents women’s writing on 
such issues as the degradation of the 
envi ronment ,  polygamy,  domestic 
abuse, the controversial traditional 
practice of female genital cutting, Sharia 
law, intergenerational tensions, emigration, 
and exile.

Contributors include internationally 
recognized authors and activists such 
as Wangari Maathai and Nawal El 
Saadawi, as well as new voices from 
the Afr ican continent and the African 
diaspora. 

“The book is a t imely contr ibution, 
c a p t u r i n g  a  d i v e r s e  r a n g e  o f 
responses to the struggles of Afr ican 
women today,” writes Dr. Carole 
Boyce Davies of Cornell University. 
T h e  b o o k  i s  c o - p u b l i s h e d  b y 
Pambazuka Press and the University 
of Wisconsin Press.

All South Africans will enjoy national 
health insurance under a program 
scheduled to kick off in 2010 and be 
implemented during a period of 14 years.

Details of the program were discussed recently 
at the mid-term conference of the African 
National Congress (ANC).  Thousands 
are attending the week-long review of the 
party’s progress in the port city of Durban 
which featured health care high on the 
agenda.

Currently, South Africa spends slightly more 
than 8 percent of its economy on health 
care, more than any other country on the 
continent.  Still, only 8 percent of the Black 
population is covered by a medical care 
plan, compared to 64 percent of white people.

Opening the conference, President Jacob 
Zuma, whose administration has created 
millionaires and billionaires, took the 
podium to give a speech some called 
“Zuma straight up with no frills.” He went 
on the offensive, tackling the challenges to 
the party from the nationalist ANC Youth 
League and the socialist Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (Cosatu).

“I think they have managed to call each 

other to order,” observed Fikile Mbalu, 
ANC head of organizing. “They’re saying 
‘Let’s shape what we want the ANC to 
achieve.’ On the call for nationalization, he 
said: “I think this is debate we need. I look 
forward to this robust, somewhat agitated 
and militant discussion of the issues.”
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New anthology presents African women 
“Writing Resistance” 

The Himba of northern Namibia, who 
survived deadly droughts, guerr il la 
warfare, and attempted genocide by German 
colonial armies, are bracing for a new 
fight.

After a series of delays, Namibia and 
Angola are moving forward on a planned 
$1.1 billion Baynes Dam hydropower plant 
on the Kunene River that runs along their 
common borders. 

“Angola needs power; Namibia needs 
power; southern Africa needs power, so 
the development of a hydropower station is 
gaining momentum,” NamPower director 
Leake Hangala said this month during a 
meeting in Windhoek.

The planned dam will flood the valleys 
where the Himba live and their burial 
grounds. Approximately 18,000 Himbas 
live on the Namibian side of the border, 
with another 9,000 on the Angolan 
side.

“If they build the dam, they’ll kill us,” 
said Muhapikwa Muniombara, who wears 
traditional necklaces and bracelets over her 

skin dyed reddish with otjize, a mixture of 
butter fat and ochre.

In other energy developments, a grant 
of $400,000 from the U.S. Trade and 
Development Agency has been signed to 
study the feasibility of upgrading the Van 
Eck coal-fired plant on the outskirts of 
the capital, Windhoek, to meet Namibia’s 
growing energy needs.

Child bride horrors continue
Reem al Numeri was 11 when she says her 

father forced her to marry a cousin more 
than twice her age.

Numeri, now 14, says she has been 
stigmatized by her divorce and now lives 
the life of an outcast. Without a husband 
or father to support her, she cannot attend 
school.

Her story has echoes of Nujood Ali -- 
the Yemeni girl whose story sparked an 
international outrage that many thought 
would force change in Vemen.

But a bill to outlaw child marriages 
got blocked and the practice continues. 
Yemen’s parliament will look again at child 
marriage.

Numeri’s desperate pleas to stay a child 
fell on deaf ears as her father forced her to 
marry a 32-year-old cousin. 

“He said you need to go into the room 
where the judge is and tell him you agree to 
the marriage,” Numeri said. “I said I won’t 
go in there - he took out his dagger and said 
he’d cut me in half if I didn’t go in there 
and agree.”

For Numeri, the terror and the trauma 
were just beginning. She said she was told to 
sleep with her husband, but refused. 
She locked herself in a bedroom every 

night to ensure her safety but, according to 
Numeri, he managed to sneak in and raped 
her.

In Yemen, a deeply tr ibal society, 
the issue of child marriages is a complicated 
one.

Two years ago, 10-year-old Ali shocked 
the world when she took herself to court in 
Yemen’s capital city of Sana’a and asked a 
judge for a divorce.

She was granted one and became a 
heroine on the issue of child brides in 
Yemen, where more than half of all young 
girls are married before age 18, mostly to 
older men.

In 2009, Yemen’s parliament passed 
legislation raising the minimum age 
of marr iage to 17. But conservative 
parliamentarians argued the bill violated 
Sharia, or Islamic law, which does not 
stipulate a minimum age of marriage.

And because of a parliamentary maneuver 
the bill was never signed into law.

Mohammed Aboulahoum, who advises 
Yemen’s president, said the law should be 
passed, but he added the fight against child 
marriage restrictions were a distraction -- 
a way for the parliament to avoid bigger, 
more sensitive, political issues.

Himba people protest plan to flood 
burial groounds

El Saadawi

Wangari Maathai

South Africa to launch health care for all

Fikile Mbalu
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The VOICE flashes back to: Sam Cooke
Sam Cooke is considered to be one of the pioneers 

and founders of soul music. He is commonly known as 
The King of Soul for his unmatched vocal abilities and 
impact and influence on the modern world of music. His 
contribution in pioneering soul music led to the rise of 
other soul legends. 

Cooke had 29 top-40 hits in the U.S. between 1957 
and 1964. Major hits like “You Send Me,” “A Change Is 
Gonna Come,” “Chain Gang,” “Wonderful World”, and 
“Bring It on Home to Me” are some of his most popular 
songs. Cooke was also among the first modern Black 
performers and composers to attend to the business side 
of his musical career. He founded both a record label 
and a publishing company as an extension of his careers 
as a singer and composer. He also took an active part in 
the American Civil Rights Movement. 

His first pop single, “Lovable” in 1956 was released 
under the alias “Dale Cooke” in order not to alienate 
his gospel fan base. There was a considerable stigma 
against gospel singers performing secular music. The 
name change fooled no one because Cooke’s unique and 
distinctive vocals were easily recognized. Eventually 
Cooke was granted the opportunity to record secular 
music under his real name, but his manager was unhappy 
about the type of music Cooke was making. After an 
argument with his manager over his music not having 
a Little Richard sound Cooke left the label.

In 1957, Cooke released “You Send Me,” which spent six 
weeks at #1 on the Billboard R&B chart. The song also 
had mainstream success, spending three weeks at #1 on the 

Billboard pop chart. 
In 1961, Cooke started his own record label, SAR 

Records, and then created a publishing imprint and 
management firm.

Like most R&B artists of his time, Cooke focused on 
singles; in all he had twenty-nine top-40 hits on the pop 
charts, and more on the R&B charts. 

Cooke died at the age of 33 on Dec. 11, 1964, at the 
Hacienda Motel in Los Angeles, California. Bertha 
Franklin, manager of the motel, told police that she shot 
and killed Cooke in self-defense because he had threatened 
her. Police found Cooke’s body in Franklin’s apartment-
office, dressed only in a sports jacket and shoes, but no 
shirt, pants or underwear. At the time, the courts ruled 
that Cooke was drunk and distressed.  The shooting was 
ultimately ruled a justifiable homicide. 

The details of the case involving Cooke’s death are still 
in dispute. In her autobiography,  “Rage to Survive,” singer 
Etta James claimed that she viewed Cooke’s body in the 
funeral home and that the injuries she observed were well 
beyond what could be explained by the official account of 
Franklin alone having fought with Cooke. James described 
Cooke as having been so badly beaten that his head was 
nearly separated from his shoulders, his hands were broken 
and crushed, and his nose mangled.

No concrete evidence supporting a conspiracy theory has 
been presented to date.

Jan.  22, 1931 – Dec. 11, 1964
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